My Fellow Citizens,
As summer winds down, I want to
thank all the community groups that
held or supported a community event
this summer. We had several great
events ranging from Shindig, National
Night Out and the 3 on 3 Basketball
Tournament. All these events were a success and helped
connect our community and of course, allowed us to have
fun with our friends and neighbors!
On another note, I am happy to announce the final completion of two of our five projects – Suzie’s Trail and the Third/
Alder/Date projects. Once again, I would like to thank our
citizens for their patience during these projects. I think the
contractors did a great job on both projects. The Pedestrian
Bridge project is moving along nicely. The 120ft. girders are
scheduled to arrive by mid to late October and final completion should be Spring of 2020.
In the next few weeks the City will be rolling out its new
website. The new site will be much easier to navigate and
will be more interactive. It will also be much more user
friendly.
School will be starting soon so please use extra caution
when driving. Our Police Department will be patrolling the
areas and routes to our schools so please watch your
speed and be extra alert while driving.
Finally, City staff, our Council and I are continuing our efforts to work with County, State and Federal agencies to
address traffic on Highway 2 and the Basin Road. Concurrently, we are working on finding an alternate East/West
route for citizens on the Basin Road to access downtown.
As always if you have any questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact City Hall and my staff and I will do our
best to assist you.
All The Best,

SEPTEMBER 2019 CALENDAR
All Meetings Held in Community Room at
319 Main Street Unless Otherwise Noted

SEPTEMBER 2

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY - CITY HALL CLOSED

SEPTEMBER 5

Planning Board—7:00 pm

SEPTEMBER 6

Coffee with the Mayor—9:30 am
501 Main Street

SEPTEMBER 7

Council Budget Retreat—9:00 am

SEPTEMBER 9

Community Alliance Board—5:30 pm

SEPTEMBER 12

City Council Meeting—7:00 pm

SEPTEMBER 13

Coffee with the Mayor—9:30 am
501 Main Street

SEPTEMBER 20

Coffee with the Mayor—9:30 am
501 Main Street

SEPTEMBER 23

Community Alliance Board—5:30 pm

SEPTEMBER 26

City Council Meeting—7:00 pm

SEPTEMBER 27

Coffee with the Mayor—9:30 am

SEPTEMBER GARBAGE PICK UP

Zone A

SEPTEMBER 9
SEPTEMBER 23

Zone B

SEPTEMBER 12
SEPTEMBER 26

Zone C

SEPTEMBER 3
SEPTEMBER 16
SEPTEMBER 30

Zone D

SEPTEMBER 5
SEPTEMBER 19

John Seehuus, Mayor

NEED HELP WITH YOUR SULTAN UTILITY BILL?

Don’t wait until your water is shut off. Past due payments or payment arrangements MUST be made by 5:00PM on September 24, 2019.
If you are a RENTER, the owner needs to approve any payment arrangement. Please contact us at 360.793.2231 to see how we can help.

The 2019 Return of
the Salmon Celebration

Saturday, September 28, 2019
Osprey Park ● 10:00 am—4:00 pm
The City invites the community to the 8th Annual Return of the Salmon Celebration and 5K Salmon Run and
1 Mile Walk at Osprey Park! Meant to honor Chief
John T’seul-ted and celebrate the salmon that return
each year to the City’s local watersheds. The Return
of the Salmon Celebration takes place at 10:00 am to
4:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 28, 2019 in the
covered basketball courts at Osprey Park.
The Return of the Salmon Celebration is a unique
event that honors and shares Native American heritage, including a Native welcoming ceremony, drumming,
a mini powwow, musical performances and Native storytelling. It offers an infusion of watershed education, with horse-drawn covered wagon rides to the
Sultan High School salmon hatchery and riverside
walking tours. Vendors on-site provide hand-made
items, educational displays and arts and crafts for
kids. The event is free to attend!
Food will be available for purchase.
Bring your entire family to enjoy this free event.
For more information contact:
Craig Young at 425.359.8936 or
The Visitor Information Center at 360.793.0983

To Flush or not to Flush
There are only two items that should be introduced to any sewer system. Human waste
and toilet paper.
Too often, paper towels, diapers (cloth and
disposable); hygienic wipes and feminine
products are flushed down the toilet with little knowledge of the problems those items can cause. Each of these items can cause major
damage to a septic or sewer system.

•

Paper towels and napkins are not designed to break down like
toilet paper. Flushing them can result in blockages that can be
costly.

•

Most diapers are made with material that is designed to EXPAND
when it comes in contact with water. Just one diaper can cause a
backup of sewer into your home. It is best to wrap the diaper in a
bag and dispose in your garbage receptacle.

•

Hygienic wipes - even those that say they are flushable. They are
thicker and sturdier than toilet paper and do not easily break down
in water. Feminine products, like diapers, are meant to absorb
water. They are also made of cotton which can easily snag on
pipe cracks or root infiltration.

The best thing you can do for our sewer system is not to
flush anything other than human waste or toilet paper!

Who are you going to trust?
I feel an inspector should always be
willing to answer questions about the
codes. When a contractor or home
owner asks for advise, the inspector
should do his/her best to answer the
questions as it pertains to building
codes. This is not a guessing game
we’re playing here, there are correct
ways to construct, and wrong ways that
can really hurt people. The idea is that
we all work together to put up safe,
practical, attractive structures, decks
and fences, all at a reasonable costs!
A lawyer once came into my office for a
building permit concerning a small
office building. He had sketched his
idea on a couple of sheets of office
paper with little to no details. This was a
two story office building! I looked them
over and turned him down, and suggested he hire an architect or engineer
for permit approval. He wouldn’t take
“no” for an answer, so I asked him a
question; “I’ve got this pain in my wrist,

should I give up tennis?” He replied
“How should I know, I’m a lawyer not a
doctor.” I said ,”True, you’re not a doctor and you’re not an architect either, I’ll
find a doctor for my wrist and you find
an architect for your structure.” I never
did see him again but heard through
the grapevine that he couldn’t get anyone to give him bid costs due to lack of
decent construction plans, and that he
bought an existing office building.
Hence, I’m here for you anytime you
have questions about how to build
something or if you just need some
advice concerning the built environment. I will work with anyone on what is
needed to obtain a building permit and
the documents needed for that approval. The state has guidelines for when
architects/engineers are required and
for residential construction it isn’t that
often! Enjoy the dog days of summer!!
Best Regards,
Richard Karns, CBO

Building Official, City of Sultan

RECYCLE RATE INCREASE
The City currently contracts with Republic Service
for weekly recycle service. Per the contract agreement, Republic Services may submit an annual
rate increase based on the consumer price index.
This rate increase goes into effect on October 1, 2019 and will be
reflected on your November 2019 billing statement. Residential customers will see a monthly rate increase of $0.35 and low-income
income seniors will see a monthly rate increase of $0.17. Should
you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact our
Utility Billing Department at 360.793.2231.

A NEW WAY TO PAY YOUR BILL ON-LINE!
NO ADDITIONAL FEES!
The City is using a new system called Civic Pay for you to pay your
utility bills on-line! Follow the link on our website at:
www.ci.sultan.wa.us
If you have questions, please contact City Hall at 360.793.2231
We’re here to help!

**INFORMATION & EVENTS**
Sno-Isle Library Programs: For more info on programs, contact
360.793.1695 ext. 4301 http://www.sno-isle.org/locations/sultan/. Click on
Classes/Events.
City Hall is located at 319 Main Street, Sultan WA
Office Hours: Monday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Tuesday through Friday: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Phone 360.793.2231 • Fax 360.793.3344 • www.ci.sultan.wa.us

