
SULTAN CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
ITEM NO: D-3  
  
DATE:  August 26, 2010  
 
SUBJECT:  Update Comprehensive Plan Public Participation Program 
   
CONTACT PERSON: Deborah Knight, City Administrator 
  
 
ISSUE: 
 
The issue before the city council is to review the comprehensive plan public participation 
program adopted in June 2009 (Attachment A) and provide direction to staff on 
upcoming outreach efforts. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. Review the comprehensive plan public participation program adopted in June 
2009. 

2. Review the proposed outreach effort to update the comprehensive plan small 
group and members of the public on the recommended changes to the 
comprehensive plan goals and policies.   

3. Provide direction to staff. 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The City of Sultan has been working since June 2009 to update the goals and policies 
of the 2004 comprehensive plan to be consistent with Vision 2040 and the countywide 
planning policies. 
 
Since June 2009, the city has hosted a series of small group meetings and open house 
opportunities to get feedback from the community on specific policy questions in each 
element of the comprehensive plan.  
 
The small group meetings started in October.  Meetings were held bi-weekly through 
April 2010.  The last small group meeting was April 12, 2010.  Since April the planning 
board and city council have considered feedback from the small group meetings and 
public comment in making recommended changes to the comprehensive plan goals and 
policies.  The planning board and city council will finish reviewing the goals and policies 
and have recommended changes ready for public review in September.    
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Open House - September 28, 2010  
 
The planning board and city council will complete work on the goals and policies in mid-
September.  There is a comprehensive plan open house scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 28, 2010.  The purpose of the open house is to review the recommended 
changes to the goals and policies. 
 
Planning board members have expressed an interest in inviting small group participants 
to the planned open house on September 28.  The idea would be to “report back” to the 
small group participants how their input shaped the recommended goals and policies.  It 
would also be an opportunity for Studio Cascade to organize the proposed goals and 
policies into the draft format and get feedback from small group participants. 
 
The proposal is to offer a sense of closure to small group members and let them know 
how important their input has been to the process of updating the comprehensive plan.   
 
SEIS Scoping Meeting – October 26, 2010 
 
The city will be issuing a supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) for the 
2011 Comprehensive Plan Update.  The SEIS will identify “what’s changed” in the 
updated plan.  For example, the addition of mixed-use retail centers at key intersections 
of US 2 is a change the city needs to analyze in order to understand the impacts on the 
surrounding environment.    
 
A public scoping meeting provides an opportunity for community members to identify 
environmental and technical reports necessary to analyze the impacts of the updated 
plan.   
 
October 26, 2010 is tentatively reserved for a joint city council/planning board meeting 
at 7:00pm.   
 
City staff recommend holding a public meeting to get input and feedback on the 
environmental impacts of the proposed changes to the comprehensive plan goals and 
policies.  It is also the opportunity to ensure the city is conducting studies to better under 
potential environmental impacts.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Public participation is a key component of the Growth Management Act.  Under the Act, 
the city is responsible to ensure community member have an opportunity for input early 
and often. 
 
The proposed September 28, 2010 open house and October 26, 2010 SEIS scoping 
meeting are part of the larger public participation plan adopted by the planning board 
and city council in June 2009.  (Attachment B). 
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The city council may want to identify and discuss other tasks included in the public 
participation program adopted in June 2009.   
 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Review the proposed outreach effort to update participants in the comprehensive 
plan small group meetings and members of the public on the recommended 
changes to the comprehensive plan goals and policies.  Recommend the city 
council proceed with advertising the September 28, 2010 open house and 
October 26, 2010 SEIS Scoping Meeting.   

 
This alternative implies the city council supports the proposed outreach program 
and is prepared to make a recommendation to the city council.   

 
2. Review the proposed outreach effort.  Discuss other outreach alternatives and 

direct staff to areas of concern.  This alternative implies the city council has 
questions or concerns about the proposed outreach program or would like to take 
a different approach.   

 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
 

1. Review the comprehensive plan public participation program adopted in June 
2009. 

2. Review the proposed outreach effort to update the comprehensive plan small 
group and members of the public on the recommended changes to the 
comprehensive plan goals and policies.   

3. Provide direction to staff. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
A – Comprehensive Plan Public Participation Program  
B – Proposed small work group invitation 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL ACTION:  
 
DATE: 
 

















Roll up your 
Sleeves and 

Change Sultan’s 
Future 

 

Open House 
Tuesday, September 28, 2010 

6:30PM City Council Chambers 
319 Main Street Sultan 

We need your help to make a plan that reflects your values.   

The City is updating its long-range plans as required by state law.  The long-range plan will 
affect property taxes and utility rates; the fees paid to open a new business; future hous-
ing costs; and where new roads and parks will be located.  Come and share your thoughts 
on the council recommended goals and policies: 

• How can we maintain our “small town” character? 
• Should the city support and encourage affordable housing? 
• Should the city adopt and enforce property maintenance standards for businesses? 
• Should developers or taxpayers pay for roads, parks and other facilities to serve new de-

velopment? 
• Should the city be active or passive in attracting new economic development? 

Phone: 360-793-2231 
Fax: 360-793-3344 
Webpage: www.ci.sultan.wa.us 
 
For more information contact 
Deborah Knight at 360-793-1164 

PO BOX 1199  
Sultan, WA  98294 
319 Main Street, Suite 200 

City of Sultan 

You’re Invited 
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