
SULTAN CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
ITEM NO: Consent C 1 A 
  
DATE: July 8, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Council Meeting Minutes 
 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Laura Koenig, Clerk/Deputy Finance Director 
 
SUMMARY: 
Attached are the minutes of the June 21, 2010 Special Council Meeting as on file in the office of 
the City Clerk. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Approve as submitted  
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CITY OF SULTAN SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING –  June 17, 2010 
 
The regular meeting of the Sultan City Council was called to order in the Sultan Community 
Center by Mayor Eslick.  Councilmembers present:  Pinson, Slawson, Davenport-Smith,  and 
Blair. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  The following items are incorporated into the consent and approved by a 
single motion of the Council.   On a motion by Councilmember Slawson, seconded by 
Councilmember Davenport-Smith, the consent agenda was approved.  Pinson – aye; Slawson – 
aye; Davenport-Smith – aye; Blair – aye. 

1.  Review of the Council’s recommended changes to the goals and policies in the 
transportation element of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Review of the Council’s recommended changes to the goals and polices in the housing 

element of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan 
The issue before the city council is to review the council’s recommended changes to the 
Housing Element goals and policies from the council’s June 3, 2010 meeting and direct staff to 
areas of concern.  The city is in the process of moving forward with the 7-year update of its 
comprehensive plan as required by the Growth Management Act.   
Under Vision 2040, the staff recommended Housing Element goals and policies are divided into 
four topic headings consistent with Vision 2040: 

1. Housing diversity and affordability 

2. Jobs-housing balance 

3. Housing Innovations and Best Practices 

4. Neighborhood identity – this topic heading is not required by Vision 2040 

 

Small Group Comments from December 8, 2009 
 Seek opportunities to preserve critical areas while developing family friendly 

neighborhoods with backyards and/or common play areas. 

 Eliminate accessory dwelling units as option in the development code. 

 Tot-lots and trails improve quality of life for all residents. 

 Developers should pay necessary development fees – growth should pay for growth. 

 The city should encourage mixed-use development. 

 Minimize the initial capital outlay for impact fees and other upfront development costs by 
delaying payment from building permit to close of sale. 

 Enforce property maintenance standards for rentals, owner-occupied and commercial 
units.   

Community Comments 

 Not everyone wants larger lots sizes 

 Keep government out of the property maintenance and code enforcement business. 

 There’s no need to join a regional coalition to provide affordable housing.  Reducing 
fees will result in lower home costs. 
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 Postpone development fees until the unit is occupied. 

 The city should encourage mixed-use development 

 Let the housing market determine where new units should be located.   

 Use existing zoning code to mitigate conflicts between residential and commercial uses. 

PSRC and the county-wide planning policies emphasize the big picture – housing diversity and 
affordability; jobs-housing balance and directing future housing to transportation and 
employment centers.   
The difficult work is putting these concepts into practice in Sultan.  Many people in the city 
already feel there is sufficient (and perhaps more than sufficient) “affordable” housing.  
Regardless, the city has an obligation under the Growth Management Act to ensure there is 
adequate housing for the median household income of $46,000.   
There is community consensus the city should encourage mixed-use development.  The 
community is split on other housing issues especially on the question of market driven versus 
government driven improvements.  The small group that met on December 8 to discuss 
housing issues was strongly in favor of larger residential lots, property maintenance codes, and 
developer supported open space trails and tot-lots.   
 
Brief discussion on using the word “district”; lot size and the minimum lot size in each zone; 
density in the flood plain.  Detail of the changes to the housing element will be preseted at the 
July 1, 2010 meeting.   
 

Review of the Planning Board recommended changes to the goals and polices in the 

parks element of the 2004 Comprehensive Plan 
The issue before the city council is to review planning board recommended changes to the 
Parks Element goals and policies.  The City of Sultan Parks Element consists of goals, policies, 
recommendations, and implementation plans to guide the development of the city’s park, trail 
and open space system in support of the city’s land use element and vision for the future.   
The Parks Element is intended to ensure that the city’s park, trail and open space infrastructure 
and its management meet the needs of the city’s residents and economy. 
The multi-county planning policies (MPP) and countywide planning policies (CPP) do not 
include specific policies for parks and open space.   
That said, the city’s parks element is guided by the Park and Recreation Open Space Plan 
(PROS Plan).  The work on the city’s PROS Plan will be translated directly to the parks 
element.  The proposed park goals and policies, approved by the city council, will be included in 
the PROS Plan.  The PROS Plan must be consistent with the Growth Management Act and 
must support Sultan’s overall parks and recreation and habitat conservation mission.   
 
Topic Headings 
Based on the 2008 Revisions to the 2004 Comprehensive Plan, the parks element is divided 
into five (5) topic headings.  There are no new topic headings proposed for the parks element: 

1. PK-1.  Park and Recreation Resources 
2. PK-2  Trails 

3. PK-3  Open Space 
4. PK-4  Recreation 
5. PK-5  Finance 
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Discussion:  Issues with the prior comp plan park element; community preception that the parks 
are misclassified; need to review the national definitions of parks; determine the need for 
community parks and neighborhood parks; separation of policy from park programs. Detail of 
the changes will be included in the staff report on July 1, 2010. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
Frank Linth   Thanked the Council for the due dilgency on their work on this element of the 
comp plan.  Changes presented to the planning board were done by staff.   
 
Susie Hollenbeck:   She continues to work in the parks and is working on forming a volunteer 
park maintenance group to improve the parks.   

 
COUNCILMEMBER RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
Councilmembers thanked the Planning board for their work on the comprehensive plan. 

 
Adjournment:  On a motion by Councilmember Pinson,  seconded by Councilmember Balir, 
the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.  All ayes. 
 
 
              
      Carolyn Eslick, Mayor 
 
 
       
Laura J. Koenig, City Clerk 


