
SULTAN CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET 

 
ITEM NO: Consent C 1 
  
DATE: May 29, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Council Minutes 
 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Laura Koenig, Clerk/Deputy Finance Director 
   
 
SUMMARY: 
Attached are the minutes of the May 8, 2008 Council meeting minutes as on file in the 
office of the City Clerk. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:    
Approve as submitted 
 
MOTION: 
Move to accept the consent agenda as presented. 



CITY OF SULTAN COUNCIL MEETING – May 8, 2008 
 
The regular meeting of the Sultan City Council was called to order in the Sultan Community 
Center by Mayor Eslick.   Councilmembers present:  Champeaux, Wiediger, Slawson, Flower, 
Davenport-Smith, Blair and Doornek. 
 
CHANGES/ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
Discussion:  Add Wastewater Treatment Plant Funding 
 
PRESENTATIONS:   
Recognition - Laura Koenig, Clerk/Deputy Finance Director:  Mayor Eslick presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Laura Koenig for 29 years of service with the City.   
 
Law Enforcement Day:  Mayor Eslick read a Law Enforcement Day proclamation at the open 
house prior to the Council meeting.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Susan Hollenbeck:  Advised that the litter pick up contest sponsored by Allied Waste as part of 
Cleanup Day was very successful and they would like to sponsor the event again next year. 
 
Loretta Storm:   Commended the Mayor and staff for all the good programs the City has 
developed such as the volunteers and block watch.  Steve Harris commented at the last meeting 
that the City is dying, however, the cost of raw material and labor is making it cost prohibitive to 
build now.  WSDOT has commented on the cost of street construction and if the City had 
increased impact fees by at least a growth factor they would have increased the amounts 
collected by $83,000 per year.   In regards to the Sultan Crossing project, the Council did not 
know about the project and they need information on developments in order to plan. 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENTS: 
Champeaux:  Thanked the City staff for their work on Cleanup Day.  This is a great service 
provided to citizens of the community.  He suggested getting hold of Goodwill next year to collect 
useable items.   
Slawson:   Development plans are not a Council issue until they are brought forward for action 
and they don’t need to know about all the concept designs.  Thanked all the volunteers for their 
work.  
Weidiger:   Mr. Harris is looking for ideas and options for his property and it is not a Council issue. 
Davenport-Smith:  Thanked everyone for coming and honoring the Law Enforcement personnel. 
Flower:  Congratulated Laura Koenig for her long service with the City.  Thanked the Police 
Officers for doing a good job.  In regards to Sultan Crossing, Mr. Harris has a good plan to market 
for retail sales and provide needed funds to the city. 
Blair:  Last year a concept proposal was made that the Council did not know about, but the 
Council expects to see a project, not an idea.  The meeting for the Gun Range and Multi Use park 
was well attended by citizens and politicians and the project is moving forward.   
Doornek:  Congratulated Laura Koenig for 29 years of service.  The appreciation of the Police 
Officer was great as they do a good job.  Noted the President signed the Wild Sky Wilderness 
Act. 
Mayor Eslick:   The Police Chief is doing a great job responding to community policing issues.   
The Turk’s Trail has been closed by the High School due to the recent fights and other incidents 
with drugs and alcohol.  Need to clean up the City to encourage economic development.  
The Police Chief has proposed improvements to the Police Station for the balance of the bond 
funds that include lights, security and furniture.  Applications are available for the name the Skate 
Park contest.



CITY OF SULTAN COUNCIL MEETING – May 8, 2008 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
The following items are incorporated into the consent and approved by a single motion of the 
Council.   On a motion by Councilmember Champeaux, seconded by Councilmember Slawson, 
the consent agenda was approved as presented.  Champeaux – aye; Wiediger – aye; Slawson – 
aye; Davenport-Smith - aye; Flower – aye; except for item 3 - voted nay; Blair – aye; Doornek - 
aye. 

1) Minutes of the April 24, 2008 regular Council Meeting as on file in the Office of  the City 
Clerk. 

2) Approval of vouchers in the amount of $234,974.20 and payroll through April 18, 2008 in  
the amount of $86,247.59 to be drawn and paid on the proper accounts. 

3) Adoption of Ordinance 982-08 adopting the Findings of Fact for Ordinance 981-08, Land 
Use Moratorium. 

4) Adoption of Resolution 08-15 to co-sponsor a Farmers Market. 
5) Adoption of Resolution 08-16 to donate Spar Pole trees for the Sultan Summer Shindig. 
6) Adoption of Resolution 08-17 to set a public hearing on June 26, 2008 at 6:30 PM on the 

Street Vacation request on the Sultan Basin Road. 
7) Law Enforcement Day Proclamation. 
8) Renewal of the service contract with the Department of Corrections. 

 
ACTION ITEMS: 
Perteet – Engineering  Contract Amendment:  The City Council approved a contract for 
$11,500 with Perteet Engineering on February 28, 2008 to assure consistency within the city’s 
comprehensive plan between the land use element and the transportation element, review and 
recommend revisions to the city’s development regulations and the transportation element to 
assure consistency and to revise the draft transportation element, prepare a revised traffic impact 
fee report, and a report recommending revisions to the City’s development regulations to assure 
consistency with the revised draft transportation element.  The initial contract underestimated the 
number of meetings needed to complete the work.  The amendment would add two additional 
tasks to the scope of work: 

1. Present draft transportation element and related transportation recommendations at 
scheduled public open houses, Planning Board meetings, City Council meetings, and a 
GMA compliance meeting in Seattle as part of the development and adoption of the City 
Comprehensive Plan.   

2. Make revisions to the draft transportation element, as directed by City Council, in 
response to comments received from CTED and through the Draft SEIS (DSEIS) 

Discussion was held regarding the number of hours required to complete the work.  Council 
members expressed displeasure with CTED’s prior approval of the plan and the requests now to 
go outside the scope of GMA requirements that will cost the City more money.  

On a motion by Councilmember Slawson, seconded by Councilmember Wiediger, the Mayor was 
authorized to sign contract amendment number one with Perteet Inc. for the revised scope of 
work in the amount of $8,760 to fund additional hours from May 1, 2008 through November 30, 
2008 to attend meetings and provide review/responses to CTED and Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement comments.  All ayes except for Flower and Blair who voted nay.   

 
Community Development Director – Robert Martin:  The position of Community Development 
Director has been vacant since the end of December 2007 and since then, the City has 
contracted with Perteet Engineering to provided interim Planning Director services.   The City 
advertised the position of Community Development Director in February 2008 and received eight 
applications.  Interviews were held in March and it was determined that Robert Martin was the 



CITY OF SULTAN COUNCIL MEETING – May 8, 2008 
 
Community Development Director:  most qualified candidate.  The Mayor recommends the 
confirmation of the appointment of Robert Martin to the position of Community Development 
Director. 
On a motion by Councilmember Slawson, seconded by Councilmember Wiediger, the 
appointment of Robert Martin to the position of Community Development Director effective May 
12, 2008 was confirmed.  All ayes.  

ting Date:  Several staff members will be in training during the third week of May and have requested the Council 
change the second meeting from May 22, 2008 to May 29, 2008 to allow time to prepare Council 
packets.  On a motion by Councilmember Wiediger, seconded by Councilmember Davenport-
Smith, the regular meeting was changed from May 22, 2008 to May 29, 2008 and staff was 
directed to provide the required public notices.  All ayes. 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
Building and Facility Maintenance;   There are three issues to address 1) repairing the roof on 
the Food Bank; 2)  reviewing the City’s lease agreements and 3) long term operations and 
maintenance of City buildings.  The roof addition at the Food Bank is leaking and they can not 
store food in that area.  They are currently using the south side of the building to store food.  A 
request from the Food Bank to expand to the south of the building at 703 1st Street has been 
received.  The City rents out one room on the south side to the Sky Valley Chamber and uses the 
other room for City record storage.  A long term maintenance program is needed for all City 
owned buildings.   
Discussion was held regarding allocation of building rents for maintenance; future funding 
options; amount of rents charged and fair market rental values; long term facility plan; cost to 
repair the roof and the issue with the design.   
Staff was directed to pursue bids for the roof repair; review the lease agreements with the Sub 
Committee; and propose a building maintenance program at the council retreat. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Funding:   The issue of the Wastewater Treatment design and 
funding was discussed at prior meetings.  Staff presented options to continue with WWTP design 
and applications for a SRF loan and updating the SEPA to NEPA reports to apply for Rural 
Development funds.  The current down turn in building activity has created a problem with 
collection of sewer connection revenues and there is concern regarding incurring additional 
obligations without source of funding for payments.   There is not a capacity problem at this time 
however, there is an issue with the solids handling and treatment. 
Discussion was held regarding the funding sources and options for making payments on loans 
from REET funds and reserves; using the $500,000 from the State to complete the design; 
completing the design for the solids building and centrifuge; temporary building versus a 
permanent building; and additional engineering costs.  
Staff was directed to provide information on the purchase of a centrifuge; cost and options for a 
temporary versus permanent building; funding and repayment of loans; and a plan for spending 
the funds allocated by the State.   
 
Turks Trail:   Mayor Eslick advised the School District has closed the Turk’s Trail due to fights 
and issues with alcohol and drugs.  Discussion was held on the vandalism that has occurred; 
patrolling the area; and vacating the property.  Staff was directed to post “No Trespass” signs on 
the trail. 
 



CITY OF SULTAN COUNCIL MEETING – May 8, 2008 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS   
Keith Arndt; Asked how the City satisfies the requirements of CTED and the Growth Hearings 
Board.  The City doesn’t need to tell the lessee how they spend the rent funds.  The City can 
vacate and sell the trail property at a price the property owners can afford. Asked if the City can 
extend the loan payments if they put up a permanent solids building. 
 
Loretta Strom:  The issue with CTED is the citizens were ignored before and this is the same 
issue.  Thanked the Council for correcting the minutes.  There were issues with repayment of the 
previous interfund loans. 
 
Rusty Drivensteun:  The City has to make some tough calls with the sewer project but he would 
like to see it move forward.  The longer the City has to postpone the project, the more expensive 
it will become.  The housing market will change and Sultan will grow and there has been a lot of 
progress in the City.  Make the tough decision now and they will be ready  for the future.   
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS    
Blair;  Agrees the project will be more expensive in the future but you don’t take out a mortgage 
without a way to pay it back.  The lease agreements expired several years ago and the City 
needs to look at charging fair rents.  Thanked the Mayor and staff that attended the Volunteer 
Appreciation dinner. 
Davenport-Smith:  Agrees there are tough decisions to make.  
Slawson;  If the City takes out a loan, they will need a plan to pay it back.  It is a tough problem 
and the City needs to move forward but they have no money. 
Champeaux:  The City did an interfund loan and had a plan to pay it back but there were no funds 
to make payments. 
 
Executive Session:  On a motion by Councilmember Blair, seconded by Councilmember 
Davenport-Smith, the Council adjourned to executive session for 30 minutes to discuss potential 
litigation.  All ayes. 
 
Adjournment:  On a motion by Councilmember Champeaux, seconded by Councilmember 
Flower, the meeting adjourned at 10 PM. 
 
 
             
      Carolyn Eslick, Mayor 
 
      
Laura J. Koenig, City Clerk 
 


